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called him the Great Commoner; he was lis-
tened to by the nation as its guardian and
father.
Happy in these circumstances of his pub-
lic situation, Pitt was also happy in his do-
mestic circle.   In 1754 he had married Hes-
ter, only daughter of Richard Grenville, Esq.,
and of the Countess of Temple, a lady whose
accomplishments,  and graces,  and affection
formed a permanent solace to him throughout
the remainder of his life.    In a short time
also he had reason to applaud the wisdom of
his own anticipations and to pity the inca-
pacity  of the actual ministers.    He spoke
loudly against the policy of sending English
money to defend Hanover by subsidies;   he
reprobated the  idea  of  introducing Hano-
verian   soldiers   to   defend   England.     The
course of events strongly seconded his reason-
ing; the beginning of the seven years' war
was marked to Britain by nothing but dis-
asters; the nation murmured; addresses and
petitions called vehemently for a change, and
the universal voice named Pitt as the man.
His Majesty was again obliged to treat with
this discarded servant.   A new ministry was
formed in 1756, in which Pitt took the post
of Secretary of State, his friend Mr. Legge
being Chancellor of the Exchequer.   His Maj-
esty's repugnance and difficulties are strongly
marked by the fact that having a second time
dismissed Pitt for his inflexible opposition to
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